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Our mission  
 
 
The Reading Seed will provide educational advancement for under 
privileged children living in developing countries abroad or in 
Australia. This will be achieved through funding and sponsorship of 
different programs appropriate for the educational needs of the 
beneficiaries, primarily through organisations such as orphanages 
and children’s homes. 
 

 
 

Our vision 
 
 
The Reading Seed was founded with two basic and clear objectives 
that spell out why we are here: 
 
1. To promote a sustainable future amongst children who have not 
had the same opportunities or basic rights as us or our children 
 
2. To provide a connection between Australians and those in need 
and promote a culture of philanthropy 

 
 
 

Our History 
 
Growing up in an orphanage or a children’s home in a disadvantaged country 
can mean you are one of the lucky ones – you get taken off the streets, usually 
out of a tin shack and don’t have to fend for yourself anymore but the question 
is will these children be better off after coming out of these living arrangements? 
Or will they go back to living the way they did before they were brought into the 
orphanage.  
 
Education is the key to sustainable change for these children. By providing them 
with the confidence and the skills to look after themselves and their families we 
can help lift them out of their known worlds – to change their lives forever. It is for 
this reason there is a need to put emphasis on education in these living 
conditions and The Reading Seed was established in order to do just this.  
 
In many countries welfare is non-existent or insufficient to cover basic schooling 
for children in impoverished families (particularly single mothers) and 
orphanages are not available for orphaned, neglected and abandoned 
children. At The Reading Seed we have experienced this first hand and we want 
to reach out to the disadvantaged children in these situations. 
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OUR PEOPLE 
 
 
 
Board members 

Name Position Dates acted  
 

Emma Bales Director / 
Chairperson 

2013 – Present  

Daniel Bales Director/ 
Treasurer 

2013 – Present  

Justin Frost Director 2013 – Present  
Rebecca Lush  Director 2013 - Present 
Michael Lush Director 2013 - Present 
Liz Charles  Director/ 

Secretary 
2013 - Present 

 
 
Members 
Name Position Year became a member 
Geoff Bales Member 2016   

Sponsor since 2013 
Kaye Bales  Member 2016  

Sponsor since 2013 
Karl Bauman Member 2016 
Kane Charles Member 2016 
Keith Charles Member 2016 
Luke Charles Member 2016 
Julie Farrawell Member 2016 
David Farrawell Member 2016 
Mark Hughes Member 2016 
Yvonne Jameson Member  2016 
Clarissa Johnson Member/ 

fundraising 
committee 

2016 

Graham Kubale Member 2016 
Jennifer Lush Member 2016 
Robert Lush Member 2016 
Michael Monkley Member 2016 
Peter Monkley Member 2016 
Raelene Monkley Member/ 

Fundraising 
committee 

2016 

Christine Sheen Member  2016 
Noleen Turner Member  2016 
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OUR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS TO DATE 
 
 
 

SPONSORS 

 
 

 

MMG mining company 
www.mmg.com 

Auditplus Solutions 
www.auditplus.com.au 

Justine Carter 
www.wearewebdesign.com.au 

 

 
 

 

M&S Print 
www.msoffset.com.au 

Rotary Club of Wauchope  
www.wauchoperotary.org.au 

Bunnings Hoppers Crossing 
www.bunnings.com.au 
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SECTION 2 GOVERNANCE 
 
 
REGISTRATIONS 
 

We are a company limited by guarantee, ABN: 94164356030. The Reading Seed was registered in 2013 with 
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).  We comply with all ACNC requirements to 

stay current as a registered charity each year.  This process involves completing an Information Statement 
annually.  

 
Directors’ meetings  
 
We have had four board meetings of Directors; 
 

Date Attendees Apologies 
July 2015 Emma Bales, Daniel Bales, Elizabeth Charles, 

Justin Frost, Michael Lush, Rebecca Lush 
N/A 

September 
2015 

Emma Bales, Daniel Bales, Elizabeth Charles, 
Justin Frost, Michael Lush, Rebecca Lush 

N/A 

February 
2016 

Emma Bales, Daniel Bales, Elizabeth Charles, 
Michael Lush, Rebecca Lush 

Justin Frost 

May 2016 Emma Bales, Daniel Bales, Elizabeth Charles, 
Justin Frost, Michael Lush, Rebecca Lush 

N/A 
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 

 
Our third year of operation has proved to be a steady and consistent year for The 
Reading Seed. 
 
The 2015/2016 year has seen The Reading Seed raise funds through some really 
inspiring methods to contribute to the children we support and they will be forever 
‘better off’.  
 
At the beginning 2016 we have been able to take on our second charity, The Charity 
Club Langkawi and help six children with access to schooling. The School Support 
project has seen these six children who live in poverty around the island of Langkawi, 
Malaysia attend school, with uniforms and lunch provided by The Reading Seed. We 
have established a positive and collaborative relationship with the Director of The 
Charity Club Langkawi, Sheila Allum and we will continue to support this project in the 
future.  
 
We have met our operating obligations for this financial year with our organisation 
meeting all ACNC (Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission) requirements 
and doing what we set out to achieve in our objectives, that of educating children 
which will lead to sustainability for many individuals and communities and in turn 
change so many lives. This is what we were about when The Reading Seed was 
founded and this is what we still stand for today.   
 
During the year, the principal activities of entities within The Reading Seed have been 
to raise funds to support educational projects for under-privileged children living in 
orphanages, children’s homes or in extreme poverty. Our projects include;  

1. Remedial Teaching, which included one on one tutoring and computer based 
tuition 

2. Sponsorship of fees for Further Studies (after high school) 
3. School Support to assist with costs for uniforms and lunches for families living in 

poverty 
 

We are very positive about The Reading Seed’s future. The Reading Seed is only a 
young organisation and will expand in the future. We have a five year plan in place 
that is revised and adapted once a year however our objectives remain the same – 
to educate and create sustainability in individuals that will branch out to communities 
and cities. 
 
We would like to grow our projects, grow our organisation and create awareness, we 
would love to be able to raise enough money to help more organisations and see 
success within this cause.  
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Education is a long term process and therefore the longevity of the organisation is 
crucial for success. 
 
Lastly I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to The Reading Seed in some way. To our sponsors, your valued 
support has given someone else an opportunity to better themselves; to our 
volunteers, your selfless act of kindness at fundraising events ensures that we are 
able raise as much as we can for our beneficiaries. To our members, thank you for 
taking the time to want to be part of our organisation and getting behind The 
Reading Seed cause; And to our board, The Reading Seed’s decision makers, thank 
you for all the discussions, the collaboration and the support to make our 
organisation a strong one, thank you for taking the time to give a little back into the 
world to help someone else better their lives.  
 
We may be small but we are contributing to make a difference in the world…like the 
Dalai Lama XIV said; “If you think you are too small to make a difference, try 
sleeping with a mosquito”. 

 
 

Emma Bales, 
 
Director and Chair of The Reading Seed 
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OUR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Short-term objectives  
 
The Reading Seed’s short-term objectives within this year were to:  

x provide educational advancement for underprivileged children through funding 
and sponsorship of different educational programs 

x Fund a minimum of 2 projects across 2 different registered charities 
x Create a membership base with over 20 members 
x Ensure sound management and governance processes are in place 
x Promote understanding and philanthropy amongst the community 
x be a recognised leader in the provision of community support services as 

evidenced by the success of programs and practices  
x achieve deductable gift recipient status to improve fundraising potential 

 
Long-term objectives  
 
The Reading Seed’s long term objectives were and are to:  

x be a reputable presence amongst the community and have strong relationships 
with our registered charities and agencies we work with 

x be a sustainable charity with sound management and governance  
x support multiple projects across multiple countries to promote philanthropy by 

allowing  potential sponsors, volunteers and donors to support projects that they 
feel a close connection with 

 
Strategy for achieving short and long-term objectives  
 
To achieve these objectives, the Group had adopted the following strategies:  

x Strive to ensure each dollar donated to The Reading Seed is delivered to the 
selected project by being 100% volunteer run with only essential overheads for 
good governance 

x Strive to attract and retain quality volunteers who are aligned with The Reading 
Seed values and mission and committed to working to support underprivileged 
children in need 

x Partner only with organisations where there is a strong connection with The 
Reading Seed member/s to ensure good communication and governance over 
the use of any donations 

x Create a strong membership base  
x Continue with transparent reporting of costs and activities of The Reading Seed, 

including regular audits and ongoing company and charity registrations 
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SECTION 3 OUR FINANCES 
 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
2015/2016 was an exciting year for The Reading Seed, in which we not only 
maintained strong support for our existing projects at Changing Lives Ministries in 
South Africa, but we also commenced support for a new project with The Charity Club 
Langkawi in Malaysia 
 
The introduction of this new charity into The Reading Seed could only be achieved with 
good governance and great support ongoing from our sponsors and donors.The 
Reading Seed is committed to its members in acting as an honest, open and 
transparent organisation and although not a legal requirement for a charity of our size, 
we have again had our financials audited to ensure we maintain the best possible 
governance processes.  
 
We would like to sincerely thank Viral and his team at AuditPlus Solutions for donating 
their professional services in completing an audit of our activities for the 2015/16 year. 
Again this year there were no issues raised.  
 
This year we have made the following contributions; 
 

1. Changing Lives Ministries (CLM) in South Africa; 

Remedial Teaching – TRS donated $2,056 towards remedial teaching aids and 
tutoring to assist children struggling at school. 
 
Further Studies Scholarship – TRS donated $1,782 towards Beauty Therapy training 
for Siphokazi. Siphokazi has achieved great progress and is on track to graduate at the 
end of 2016. 
 

2. The Charity Club Langkawi 

School Support Project – TRS donated $1,052 to support 6 underprivileged kids from 
Langkawi to attend school 
 
A summary of The Reading Seeds financials for the 2014/15 year is shown in the table 
below, and further details on our financials can be found in the auditor’s report which is 
included in this Annual Report. 
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Cashflow Summary 

 
2013/14  2014/15   2015/16  

      Opening Balance   $0.00 $932.26 $6,524.41 

      Income Donations to TRS Individuals $3,648.71 $4,480.80  $  1,757.40  

 
Donations to TRS Fundraisers $0.00 $6,678.60  $  2,717.94  

 
Donations to TRS Corporate $0.00 $110.76  $- 

 
Membership Membership 

  
 $275.00  

 
Interest 

 
$1.13 $11.38  $  8.13  

  
Total $3,649.84 $11,281.54 $4,758.47 

      Outgoing Donations to CLM Remedial Teaching $750.00 $3,507.79  $  2,056.09  

 
Donations to CLM Further Studies $1,927.58 $1,975.60 $1,781.90 

 
Donations to TCCL School Support 

  
$1,052.00 

 
Overheads International Transfer Fees $40.00 $100.00  $120.00  

 
Overheads Registrations $0.00 $106.00 $183.50 

  
Total $2,717.58 $5,689.39 $5,193.49 

      Closing Balance 
 

$932.26 $6,524.41 $6,089.39 
 
 
The Reading Seed has again finished the year with a strong balance sheet leaves 
which allows us to commit to the ongoing support of existing projects and explore the 
introduction of a new Registered Charity and Nominated Projects that align with our 
objectives.  
 
In addition we welcome the introduction of our fundraising and membership 
committees in late 2016 which will also drive to strengthen the governance and 
fundraising efforts of The Reading Seed as we continue to grow. 
 
We are all very proud of the efforts and support for The Reading Seed last year, and 
excited about the years ahead. We are passionate about increasing awareness and 
understanding amongst Australians of the huge issues created by poor levels of 
education within under-privileged families and children abroad and in doing so hope to 
create a connection and desire to help. 
 
We thank all those that supported The Reading Seed this year, and look forward to 
your support well into the future. 
 
Daniel Bales 
Treasurer of The Reading Seed 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT 
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CONTACT US 
 
192 Rawdon Island Rd Wauchope NSW AUSTRALIA 2446 
 
04773335101 
 
www.thereadingseed.org.au 
 
info@thereadingseed.org.au 
 
or on Facebook – The Reading Seed 

 


